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The University at Buffalo (UB), as a component of The State University of New York (SUNY) hybrid entity under HIPAA, 
must designate SUNY HIPAA covered functions at UB per 45 CFR 164.508(c)(3)(iii).  This document outlines the criteria 
for identifying those functions. 
 
 
1) SUNY HEALTH PLAN FUNCTION 

a) Criteria: meeting definition of health plan in 45 CFR §160.103. 
 

2) SUNY HEALTH CARE CLEARINGHOUSE FUNCTION 
a) Criteria: meeting definition of health care clearinghouse in 45 CFR §160.103. 
 

3) SUNY HEALTH CARE PROVIDER FUNCTION 
a) Criteria: meeting requirements of a covered health care provider per 45 CFR §160.102.  For a UB function to 

qualify as a SUNY Health Care Provider covered function it must: 
i) Be a health care provider (45 CFR §160.103) and utilize employees who are paid by New York State to 

provide health care within that function1; 
ii) Engage in the transmission of health information in electronic form in connection with a transaction covered 

by  45 CFR §1602,3 

                                                      
1 Individuals are often involved in multiple functions at UB and may also have multiple employers.  Each combination of function 
and employer results in a different set of professional obligations for the individual.  This criterion is designed to include only 
functions that provide health care and that utilize individuals employed by the state whose professional obligation to the state 
involves the provision of health care within that function. 
2 Currently defined in 45 CFR §162 subparts K-R: K) Health Care Claims or Equivalent Encounter Information, L) Eligibility for a 
Health Plan, M) Referral Certification and Authorization, N) Health Care Claim Status, O) Enrollment and Disenrollment in a 
Health Plan, P) Health Care Payment and Remittance Advice, Q) Health Plan Premium Payments, R) Coordination of Benefits 
3 In some situations a unit may engage in a variety of health care provider activities, some of which are required to be included in 
the SUNY Health Care Provider function and some of which may optionally be included in the SUNY Health Care Provider 
function because of SUNY’s hybrid entity status per 45 CFR 164.504(c)(3)(iii)(A-B).  In these situations, the decision to include or 
not include the activity in the SUNY Health Care Provider function will be made by the UB Director of HIPAA Compliance in 
consultation with the unit. 


